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In 2006, the Préfecture de Police de Paris (Paris Metropolitan Police Service Headquarters) set up an 
Operations Cell for Matching and Analysing Associated Offences (CORAIL), for the purposes of 
detecting serial offences from telegrams, report logbooks or any other operational piece of data 
forwarded by the Paris region police forces.

On the basis of this information, the National Observatory of Crime and Criminal Justice (ONDRP) 
compiled a sample of 602 homicides committed across four départements (Paris, Hauts-De-Seine, 
Seine-Saint-Denis and Val-de-Marne) over a seven-year period (2007 to 2013) with a view to 
studying their characteristics. 

The ONDRP has adopted the same criteria as the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) to define what constitutes intentional homicide. This definition includes murders, 
assassinations, infanticides (or more generally murders of minors under 15 years of age) and 
non-negligent manslaughters through intentional violence, and excludes abortions, negligent homicide 
and attempted homicides.

This document presents the main findings of this study. In addition to this document, readers are invited 
to consult the associated "Grand Angle" article for an insight into all of the methodological 
prerequisites for conducting this study and detailed commentaries on all of the findings.

The ONDRP would like to thank the Préfecture de Police, and above all the Paris Regional Criminal 
Investigation Department (DRPJ) and CORAIL, without which this unprecedented study would not 
have been possible.
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CHARACTERISTICS
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BREAKDOWN OF HOMICIDES ACCORDING TO THE DIFFERENT TYPOLOGIES DETERMINED BY THE ONDRP

BREAKDOWN OF HOMICIDES ACCORDING TO TYPOLOGY AND VICTIMS' GENDER

28%
Intimate 

partner/family-
related homicide

34%
Previous 

altercation

19%
Criminal
activity

19%
Homicide that 

cannot be 
characterised

TYPOLOGIES OF HOMICIDE

18%             10%
Intimate partner 

homicide

26%  74%
Intimate partner 

homicide

Intimate 
partner/family-related

Previous 
altercation

Previous 
altercation

Criminal
activity

Criminal
activity

Family-related 
homicide

58%  40%
Family-related 

homicide

17%
Previous altercation 

between 
acquaintances

16%
Between strangers 

or whose 
relationship is 

unknown

13%
Homicide related
to other offences

66%  34%
Homicide related

to other
offences

6%
Homicide related 

to a conflict 
between criminals

94%   6%
Homicide related 

to a conflict 
between criminals

37% 62% 89% 11% 75% 25%

Intimate partner
/family-related

BREAKDOWN OF HOMICIDES ACCORDING
TO TYPOLOGY AND LOCATION TYPE

BREAKDOWN OF HOMICIDES ACCORDING
TO TYPOLOGY AND METHOD OR WEAPON TYPE

With weapon Without weapon

Previous 
altercation

Criminal
activity

Intimate partner
/family-related

34% 62% 35% 61% 27% 71% 38% 61%82% 18% 35% 64%

Private sphere Public sphere

Area covered: Paris and the inner suburbs - Source: CORAIL census 2007/2013 – Processed by the ONDRP


