
The number of armed robberies fell sharply in 2014.  
This trend, which is long-term, now extends to all branches 
of the retail sector.

A record low
In 2014, the internal security forces recorded 2,619 armed 
robberies. In the space of a year, this number fell by 21 %. 
Such a change is not unprecedented: it is part of a longer-term 
downward trend. Since 2009, the number of armed robberies 
in the retail sector 1 has fallen 44 %.

In terms of statistics available, the second and final peak since 
1996 was recorded in 2009, with the first recorded in 2001. 
Overall, with the exception of these two peaks, an overall 
downward trend can be seen over the period as a whole. 
The number of armed robberies recorded in the retail sector in 
2014 was the lowest since 1996.    

A fall in overall terms

More detailed than the aggregates provided 
in état 4001, the data provided by the Central 
Office for Action against Organised Crime 
(OCLCO) are broken down according to 
the nature of the businesses concerned. The 
closeness of the two sources to the aggregate 
level justifies the use of the data compiled by 
this office to determine the sectors that have 
benefited most from the fall in armed robberies 
in recent years.

In 2014, all branches of the retail sector identified by OCLCO 
saw a reduction in the number of armed robberies. More 
particularly, armed robberies involving non-food retail businesses, 
tobacconists, pharmacies, jewellers and even service stations 
have fallen 37  %. This fall accounts for close to half of the total 
decline in the number of armed robberies.

Irrespective of retail space, armed robberies of predominantly 
food retailers also fell in 2014 (–20 %). This reduction follows an 
increase in 2013, which was due in particular to an increase in the 
number of robberies involving supermarkets.

In the accommodation and catering sector, the number of armed 
robberies also fell in 2014 (–20 %), whereas there had been little 
change in the number of armed robberies in this sector in previous 
years. The number of armed robberies against financial institutions 
fell by 25 % in 2014. In this sector, the number of armed robberies 
fell continuously between 2008 and 2014 by 75 %.  

A fall in armed robberies  
in the retail sector 

••• (1) �The methodological elements that have led the ONDRP 
to group together a number of armed robberies under this 
heading are developed in the section “Development of…”  
in  Grand Angle 32.
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➊   �

Change in the number of armed robberies in the retail sector 
according to source

Source : Annual état 4001, DCPJ / telegrams OCLCO� Scope: Mainland France
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SOURCES and DEFINITIONS

OCLCO The Central Office for Action against 
Organised Crime reports to the Organised and 
Financial Crime Sub-directorate (SDLCODF). It is 
responsible for the centralisation of data obtained from 
the police and units of the gendarmerie in relation to all 
offences committed by criminal gangs. 

etat 4001 Etat 4001 is an administrative source of 
information on offences recorded by the police, the 
gendarmerie and the Prefecture of Police of Paris. It is 
concerned exclusively with facts that are the subject  
of a legal procedure referred to the Department of  
Public Prosecutions.

Armed robberies The study focuses on robberies 
committed or attempted using a firearm. For ease of 
reference, the term “armed robberies” is preferred to  
the more lengthy “robberies committed or attempted  
using a firearm”.

Retail sector The retail sector refers to for-profit 
legal entities under private law, i.e. establishments with 
the objective of making a profit. As a result, armed 
robberies against individuals in or outside their home, 
social assistance establishments and government 
departments are excluded from this study.

➌   �

Change in the number of armed robberies in the retail sector according to the type of establishment

Source: Telegrams, OCLCO� Scope: Mainland France

Note: OCLCO has recorded armed robberies since 2008. The intention of this office to monitor changes in the number of armed robberies in closer 
detail has led it to provide details on the nature of convenience stores in a new nomenclature. Thus, even though the total number of armed robberies 
since 2008 and certain sub-aggregates are available, full detailed information is not available for any year until 2011.

➋   �

Change in the number of armed robberies in the retail 
sector

Source: Telegrams, OCLCO� Scope: Mainland France
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2. Change in the number of armed robberies in the retail sector 

 

2. Changes in armed robberies against the main retail sectors   

Source: Telegrams, OCLCO                                                   Scope: Mainland France 

 
3. Change in the number of armed robberies in the retail sector according to the type of establishment 

 

Armed robberies against the retail sector 2011 2012 2013 2014 
Change 

2013/14 

The retail sector as a whole 3,426 3,149 3,211 2,319 -28 

Financial institutions 192 176 139 104 -25 

Bank agencies (excluding “La Poste”agencies) 56 56 31 30 -3 

“La Poste” agencies 136 120 108 74 -31 

Industrial and commercial premises 3,186 2,931 3,035 2,193 -28 

Non-food retail establishments 1,292 1,311 1,163 728 -37 

Service stations 245 246 208 153 -26 

Tobacconists-PMU-Française des Jeux 540 571 580 368 -37 

Jeweller’s shops-watchmakers-jewellers-goldsmiths 359 327 224 119 -47 

Pharmacies and medical article suppliers 100 118 104 56 -46 

Perfumeries / hairstylists / beauty salons 48 49 47 32 -32 

Predominantly food retailers 719 642 752 605 -20 

Stores with retail space of more than 400 m² 245 193 264 208 -21 

Stores with retail space of less than 400 m² 474 449 488 397 -19 

Accommodation, catering 430 397 424 337 -21 

Hotels 110 78 88 65 -26 

On-licence premises / restaurants 320 319 336 272 -19 

Other  745 581 696 523 -25 

Security companies 48 42 37 22 -41 

Source: Telegrams, OCLCO                                                                       Scope: Mainland France 

Note: OCLCO has recorded armed robberies since 2008. The intention of this office to monitor changes in the number of armed 
robberies in closer detail has led it to provide details on the nature of convenience stores in a new nomenclature. Thus, even 
though the total number of armed robberies since 2008 and certain sub-aggregates are available, full detailed information is not 
available for any year until 2011. 
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On the same subject
Les vols a main armée contre les personnes morales du secteur marchand,  

constatés par la police et la gendarmerie nationales entre 2006 et 2011

LES VOLS À MAIN ARMÉE CONTRE LES PERSONNES 
MORALES DU SECTEUR MARCHAND,  

CONSTATÉS PAR LA POLICE ET LA GENDARMERIE  
NATIONALES ENTRE 2006 ET 2011

Institut national des hautes études de la sécurité et de la justice  
Département de l’Observatoire national de la délinquance et des réponses pénales 

École Militaire – 1 place Joffre – Case 39 – 75700 PARIS 07 SP – Tél. : 01 76 64 89 00 – Fax. : 01 76 64 89 31

La connaissance de la délinquance subie par les personnes physiques a connu une 
évolution décisive en France dans les années 2000 grâce à l’émergence du dispositif 
d’enquêtes annuelles de victimation « Cadre de vie et sécurité », fruit d’un partenariat  

entre l’Observatoire national de la délinquance et des réponses pénales (ONDRP) et l’INSEE.

Or, le principe même de l’enquête de victimation, c’est-à-dire l’interrogation directe d’un échantillon de 
la population au sujet des atteintes ayant eu lieu au cours du passé récent, peut aussi être appliqué aux 
entreprises, administrations, associations, ce qu’on appelle les personnes morales.

Lors de la première conférence internationale sur les statistiques de la délinquance qui 
s’est tenue au Mexique en mai 2012 1, au cours de la session consacrée à la criminalité contre 
le secteur privé (« Crimen contra el Sector Privado en América Latina »), il a notamment été question 
du développement des enquêtes de victimation auprès des entreprises 2 en Amérique Latine et  
en Europe.

Comme pour les atteintes contre les personnes physiques, en l’absence de données de victimation, 
la connaissance des phénomènes de délinquance visant les entreprises se limite, en général, aux faits 
constatés par la police ou la gendarmerie, et ce, sous réserve que ces faits soit comptabilisés distinctement. 

Dans certains cas, il peut aussi exister un processus de collecte statistique développé par les entreprises 
elles-mêmes, comme à la Poste ou à la SNCF ou par des organisations professionnelles (voir fiches correspondantes 
dans le rapport annuel de l’ONDRP de novembre 2012 3).  

Parmi les infractions visant les entreprises, les vols à main armée (avec arme à feu) ont sans doute un statut 
à part : on peut supposer qu’il s’agit de vols qui font l’objet d’un enregistrement statistique par la police ou 
la gendarmerie quasi systématique, notamment en raison du déplacement de leurs services ou unités sur 
les lieux du crime.

Or, les variations récentes du nombre de faits constatés de « vols à main armée contre établissements 
industriels ou commerciaux » a incité l’Observatoire national de la délinquance et des réponses pénales 
(ONDRP) à s’intéresser à cette thématique en l’élargissant à l’ensemble des vols à main armée contre les 
personnes morales du secteur marchand.

Malgré le niveau de détail proposé par la nomenclature de l’outil d’enregistrement des crimes et délits 
non routiers, l’état 4001, son utilisation est doublement contraignante : l’index relatif aux vols à main armée 
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